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FREF ACE: 


Tux following Letter was written a few days 
after the occaſion which produced it, took place. 
It is now publiſhed in the ſtate in which it lay, be- 
fore Remarks on a True Narrative” made their 
appearance. As the conduct and motives of Dr. 
Whitehead's Committee have in the courſe of thoſe 
Remarks, been much reflected upon, it appeared to 
me highly neceſſary (independent of what Dr. White- 
head may write in defence of the True Narrative) 
that fome individual of the Committee ſhould ſtep 
forward in behalf of the reſt, and obviate the weak 
and inconcluſive grounds, on which the authors of 
the Remarks have attempted to ridicule and cenſure 
them. This Letter to Mr. Rogers will explain my 
ſentiments as an individual, and I flatter myſelf may 
be uſeful to thoſe who will favour it with a candid 
and attentive peruſal. I leave it to Dr. Whitehead 
to vindicate the material fatts, which have been con- 
troverted in the courſe of the Remarks; though in my 
opinion little bas been faid to invalidate them. 
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I am convinced that the gentlemen who have 
come forward, to countenance Dr. W. in writing the 
Life of Mr. Weſley ; have been aAuated by the moſt 
laudable and honourable motives, and the moſt 
liberal and chriſtian principles. It was evident to 
me that the oppoſition againſt him was violent, arbi- 
trary, and illiberal ; equally without reaſon as with- 
out authority. as 

It appeared to me that the terms on which Dr. 
W. has fo ſtrenuouſly and ſo properly infiſted, are 
the only terms, circumſtanced as he was, on which 
he could execute the work, in a reputable and inde- 
pendent manner. As he had made an agreement 
with the Executors, and the Conference had publicly 
ſanQtioned his appointment to it, it was preſumptuous, 
and a breach of honour for any party to infringe on 
his purpoſe, and interpole in his engagements. The 
temporal intereft of the connection, was no apology 


for ſuch interference, and was of too low a nature to 


Juſtify any contention. From the ſpecimens I have 
ſeen of the work, I am convinced it would have been 


a real misfortune to the religious world, had it been 


ſuppreſſed. Its completion and appeareance, will I 


doubt not, obtain Dr. W. and his friends the reſpe& 


and- thanks of the Societies in . general. It will then 


be ſeen that the oppoſition againſt him originated in 


motives unworthy the authors of it; whoſe credit will 
only be reſtored, by acknowledging their error, and 


in conducting themſelves in future with, more cir= 


cumſpettion and liberality. 
A LETTER, 
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To Mr. JAMES ROGERS. 


SIR, 


EING preſent when you met the Society at the New 
Chapel on Sunday, July 1ſt, I was much ſurprized at 
the tenor and ſubſtance of the Addreſs which you then read, 
and the ſentiments which you expreſſed on the occaſion. 
Fair, ſoothing, and plauſible as it might read to the audience, 
it appeared to me replete with error and miſrepreſentation; 
and your comments on the ſubje&, were equally illiberal 
and diſingenuous; calculated to miſlead the judgment, and 
infuſe into uninformed minds, a ſpirit of reſentment and 
prejudice againſt ſome of the moſt reſpectable and ſerious 
members of the London Society. Though it is of no con- 
ſequence with reſpect to myſelf, yet I feel it my duty te vin- 
dicate Dr. Whitehead and his friends, againſt the violent 
and unjult ſenſe, which you and your party have affixed to 
their proceedings: and on this occaſion I reſpectfully claim 
the ſerious and candid attention of every independent and un- 
. apes mind, | 
On grounds the moſt falſe and weak that can be conceived, 
you have attempted to deſtroy the reputation of our Narra- 
tive, and expreſsly and publicly accuſed us of a breach of the 
ninth commandment, the bcaring falſe witneſs againſt our 
neighbour : an offence the moſt depraved, that can ſtigmatize 
the character of man. You have publickly ſaid that we have 
engaged to ſwear to facts, to which we could not have 
been witneſs, which it was impoſſible we could know any 
thing of, and which could be known to none but God him- 
ſelf, But how Sir, do you intend to ſupport this violent 
charge. Where, 1 atk, have Dr. W's Committee engaged 
to fwcar? Where is it written? Surely not in the advertiſe- 
CO ment 


” * * - — et "Ss 
a> to - 4 7 a * * * > 
* * * 6 — * L - ** ww ** 3 % 2 1 ED 4 7 
% % mn * 2 , : ms 
, . 6. o 2 
- b a ” : : 
$4 Z's 3 ; : : . + 


5 ge 
222. DRE. CPB; 
I. x 


Ms RR ond ns res 2 9 


TEE} 


ment prefixed to the Narrative, which runs thus. The 
« facts introduced into the following Narrative were ſtated 
«ſeparately, and ſigned by the perſon or perſons who were 
« wntneſſes of them,” all men of character and of reſpectable 
“and independent ſituations in life, and who are ready to 


„ atteſt on oath, what: they have ſigned, if legally called 


« upon,” | 
Now Sir, no man that poſſeſſed common ſenſe, or read 
with the leaſt attention, could ſuppoſe that this advertiſement 
could refer to the Committee at all ; but only to the perſon, 
or perſons who were witneſſes of each fact, and had ſigned 
that which they could atteſt on ſatisfactory evidence. The 
word perſon in the ſingular number proves that it muſt 
refer to the witneſſes of the facts alone, and not to the Com- 
mittee. From this groſs miſinterpretation of the words 
however, you have given the Society to underſtand that the 
Committee have engaged to ſwear to all the facts. On the 
ſame ground, you have attempted to charge us with difin= 
enuity and falſehood, by inſinuating that we have ſtiled our- 
ſelves independent men, though it is only the perſons who 


have ſigned the facts, and will atteſt them, that are there 


alluded to, of whom it is very properly ſaid, (I doubt not) that 
they are * all men of character, and of reſpectable and inde- 
« pendent ſituations in life.” You Sir, ſeem to be ac- 
quainted with but one ſenſe of the word independent, and 
ſuppoſe it can only mean a perſon whoſe fortune is ſuffi. 
ciently ample to ſupport him without labour: and perhaps. 
you thought you ſhewed us in a degrading light, when you 
ſaid moſt of us worked fix days in a week to ſupport our- 
ſelves and families. Some of us however think the word 


will admit of a different fenſe. A maſter may properly be 


{ſaid to be independent when oppoſed to a ſervant, who is 
under the reſtraints of authority and the influence of a ſupe- 
rior. The Livery of London are frequently addreſſed, 
« The independent Livery of the City of London,” by 
which is meant, that they are ſuppoſed to be impartial, and 
vote according to their conſcience, without fee or reward. An 
independent man, then, does not mercly mean a rich man, but 
more properly a ſincere, impartial, candid, and unprejudiced 
man, who ſpeaks, thinks, and acts on all occaſions accordin 

to his ſentiments and beſt judgment, unſhackled by fear, —— 
unbiaſſed by intereſt. I flatter myſelf, that Dr. Whitehead's 
Committee conſiſts of ſuch men; in this ſenſe, at leaſt, I may 
1 Y | | | venture 
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venture to aſſert I am in ſome degree an independent cha- 
racer. - | | 
The title-page of the Narrative ſays, that © the whole was 
c drawn up from a flatement of facts fully proved before a 
1 Committee, conſiſting of thirty-one gentlemen,” All 
that can be inferred from this is, that the Committee con- 
filts of thirty-one, which is true; and there is not, I am per- 
ſuaded, a material fact introduced into the Narrative, but 
what was fully proved, to the ſatisfaction of all who were 
preſent at the ſeveral meetings, as the buſineſs was progreſ- 
ſively diſcuſſed. You will admit, that a fact may appear to 
me, ſupported upon ſuTcient grounds, to juſtiſy my aſſent to 
it, without my being required to ſwear to it myſelf. 
- You nextrepreſent our pamphlet as the production of a few 
members of the Committee only, of which the reſt knew 
nothing, and which they do not approve : nay, you have in- 
ſinuated, that we have got ſome names, who deny havin 
Had any intention of being of the Committee. With reſpe 
to your infinuation, that we have obtained names ſurrepti- 
tiouſly, we deny the charge. There is not the name of a 
perſon mentioned, who did not give his ſignature to be of 
that Committee: the grand objects of which were to counte- 
nance Dr. W. in writing the Life, and endeayour to reſcue 
His reputation from the arbitrary and violent attacks of 
a bigotted and perſecuting party. The Committee had re- 
gular notice of every meeting, and if they declined atten- 
dance, they may blame their own negligence; no one of 
them, I think, could be totally ignorant of the deſigns and 
proceedings of the Committee, and if they diſapproved of 
the meaſures in agitation, why did they not attend, and exert 
their influence in counteracting what they conceived to be 
improper ? Or why did they not withdraw their names, or 
enter their proteſt againſt what they ſo totally diſapproved ? 
Let them come forward, if there are ſuch as diſapprove ot 
our proceedings, which I doubt, and if they think proper we 
will leave out their names in our next edition of the Narra- 
tive. Suppoſe, however, that ſome had objetted to it, 
though no objection, I believe, was expreſſed by any indi- 
vidual, yet that does not affect the validity of the work. You 
ought to know, that what is done by a majority, is properly the 
att of the whole, and they are reſponſible for its conſequences, 
According to the original organization of the Committee, 
ſeven perſons were impowered to act for the whole, and they 
might paſs a law binding on all, even to the ordering two 
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engravings at forty guineas, or any other meaſure, which might 
become an object of the Committee's attention. One hun. 
dred and fifty members of the Houſe of Commons as much 
repreſcnt the nation, as if every member was preſent, and an 
act paſſed by the majority of a ſmall number, is equally valid 
as if all had been preſent, and it had received the moſt una- 
nimous ſanction of Parliament. The Committee has not, 
however, dwindled, but been very unanimous and well at- 
tended, conſidering the great diſtance. at which many of them 
live, much better than could have been expected. At the 
general mecting of the Committee, in which the Narrative 
was read, there were 18 members preſent ; and ſome were 


abſent who, if they had been there, would have given it 
their cordial aſſent; nor do we know that any member 


of the Committee diſapproves of it. You took care to 
mention to the Society, that ſeveral perſons objected to the 


Narrative being made public : This information T fancy you 


had from myſelf, in a converſation I had with you in the 
Veſtry; but you did not repreſent it fairly, becauſe if you 
had, it would not have anſwered your purpoſe. I obſerved, a 


motion came from Dr. W. to confine: the circulation of the 


Narrative to the Preachers, that the Conference might be 
properly informed; and to take ſuch meaſures towards a re- 
conciliation as would be ſatis factory, and reputable to Dr. W. 


I thought this very liberal and candid of Dr. W. whoſe con- 
duct, indeed, throughout theſe tranſactions, has carried with 
it an openneſs and hberality, that with me always produced 


convittion. From motives of delicacy to yourfelf and Dr. 
Coke, I preferred this mode, and ſeconded the motion, 
but 1 told you it was negatived by a large majority. I be- 
lieve I was the only perſon who ſupported the motion; they 
were unanimous for its immediate and general circulation ; 


Judging that injuries ſo publicly given, required a public repa- 


Thus, Sir, I have endeavaured to obviate and expoſe the 
weak and futile grounds on which you have attempted to in- 
validate our True Narrative, diſparage our characters, and 
treat us with illiberal abuſe I ſay you, becauſe your con- 


duct in the Society will excuſe my pointing you out perſon- 
ally; and I appeal to your own conſcience and reaſon, as 
well as to the good ſenſe of the Connection at large, if you 
have acted an honeſt or honourable part, in your endeavours 
to N us ſo unjuſtly, before our ſerious friends. If this 

pecimen of your truth and candour, the Conference and 
| Society 


is a 
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» the language of the Narrative, and by that mea "= 
ouring to criminate and ridicule our conduct L _— 
more ſurprized that you ſhould have ſuffered ſuch wa Frag 
tioh to be put on the words of the Narrative, as q 81 ff. 
ciently explained our meaning to you, if it * l a fut 
my converſation with you in the Veſtry, wh 1 8 
laid, that though I could not ſwear to any of 1 f. NEO] 
had not atteſled any, there was not a fact relays rye * 
had reſpectable legal evidence to vouch for the wa * ry 
You had the effrontery at that time, to Char ay - ir. 
telling lies, in giving my aſſent to tlie Nenne 1 44 
— * _ 0 myſelf a member of that Society | Tut mar 
raſh and arbitrary judgment of yours, I | 
Connection at large. Is my bein E erl. N 
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from what appears to me ſu eient 1 be ane! 
with deliberate and intentional falſehood, bd 5 crimi ald 
viation from truth? Who does not ſee the tyrann 2 855 
juſtice of ſuch a 2 and ſuch a menace : and whe ed 
you authority to *xclude any from the Society, at er 
price? From malignant and partial motives, You hive Sas 
fo towards many, who are reſpectabl: both for their Kees os 
and piety. I told you a truth, however, when] ſaidthat es 
were circuthſtanced, I did not think it any privilege to be = 
ſociety, eſpecially under ſuch government as this has e . 
tienced for theſe laſt twelve months paſt. I have for fas 
time feen, that unleſs a perſon avows himſelf of your og 
he is looked upon with an unfavourable and "dan and 
if the beſt man in the Society was to fee your conduct in an 
unfavourable light, and make a ſpirited oppoſition to it, he 
would prefently be looked upon as a ee an enemy 
to the work of God, an agent of Satan, and deſtitute of pow. 
chriitian principle. I have been ſhocked and diſguſted at the 
artſul means that have been uſed in private and public, to 
ſtrengthen your own influence, and keep the minds of. the 
people in a ſlaviſh and ſuperſtitious bondage to your autho- 
rity. I have heard diſcourſes and language that would fill 
weak minds with terror, and make them thudder 10 reſiſt, 
or think unfavourably of their ſpiritual directors, and the 
| cauſe they had to ſupport, Inſtead of uſing means to ſilence 
diſputes, and inculcate a ſpirit of love and reconciliation, 
| you have converted theſe diviſions into a means of attaching 
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the people more cloſely to yourſelf, and. endeavoured, . by. a 
conſtant habit of duplicity and inſinuating arts, to impreſs 
them with an idea, that every. one who oppoſed or diſap- 
proved the conduct of the Preachers, was an enemy to the 
truth. Is this chriſtianity ; does it not rather bear ſome re- 
femblance to the anichriſtian policy of Rome; by which the 
great whore, as been fattened, and filled the earth with her 
abominations. 

If you have any regard for your reputation, or the good 
and welfare of the Connection. deſiſt from any farther vindi- 
cation of what you cannot juſlly defend. I am ſorry to be 
concerned in any meaſures which tend to criminate you; 
but I owe it to the cauſe of truth, conſcience, and liberty. 
In particular, I am concerned that my name ſhould appear 
where Dr. Coke's conduct has been the ſubjett of ſuch ſe- 
vere, but I may ſay deſerved animadverſion. In this I have 
given a very painful proof of my impartiality, as I profeſs a 
fincere regard for him, and confeſs myſelf under many obli- 
prom to his labours. I doubt not but he is a good, as he has 

een long a valuable and uſeful man in the church of God. 
But prejudice and bigotry have hurt his mind, and conta- 
minated his ſpirit ; and his zeal and violence hurry him into 
extremes and excefles, unfavourable to his reputation, and 
injurious to the cauſe he is ſo ſtrenuous to defend, I re- 
commend you both to acknowledge your errors, and aſk par- 
don of God and your brethren, for the miſchief your indiſ- 
creet zeal has occaſioned. The Conference, we hope, will 
ſee the affair in a proper light, and adopt ſuch meaſures as 
may produce peace, and reconcile contending parties. Should 
you be ſo imprudent as to provoke farther diſcuſſion, it will, 
Jam ſure, have an iſſue very much to your prejudice ; and 


as you will of courſe leave London after Conference, it will 


be your wiſdom 4jlently to acquieſce in the cenſures you have 
deſerved, and regulate your future condud with moze pro- 
priefy and moderation. The. Society has been.unhappily di- 
vided by theſe difputes, and the peace of their minds diſturbed 
by prejudice and reſentment, or influeuced by party zeal, 
which has done them greater injury, than all your preaching 


has done them good, as a ſpirit of party violence and reli- 


gious bigotry has taken place, to the deſtruction of peace 
and love, which is the bond of perfectneſs and of all virtues. 
I would now addrefs myſelf to the people and offer ſome 
ſentiments, to emancipate their minds from that ſtate of op- 
preſſion and bondage in which they are in danger of being 
OT involved. 
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involved. I would recommend them to be calm and diſ- 
paſſionate, and impartially and deliberately to weigh every 
circumſtance, and. candidly and ratiohally determine for 

themſelves. It would be a happy circumſtance for them, 
and for the intereſts of religion, it they could diveſt them- 
ſelves of all violent prepoſſeſſions, and of a ſuperſtitious 
veneration for men whom they look up to as their ſpiritual 
directors, and to whgſe ſentiments and profeſſions they are 
apt to pay an unlimited deference, and implicit reſpeck. It 
is true, we ought to love and eſteem faithful men; but, from 
laudable and lawful things, and by tamely yielding our opi- 
nion, judgment and will, to the implicit authority and di- 
rection of others, we are in danger of becoming dupes to the 
errors, prejudices, and paſſions of deſigning or miſtaken men. 
It is our duty and the province of our reaſon, to watch with 
a vigilant eye, the encroachments of ſpiritual authority. It is 
eaſy to diſtinguiſh a ſelfiſh, lordly and aſſuming temper, from 
an humble, affectionate and diſintereſted one. Though ſome 
men may not be capable of abſtruſe ſpeculations, yet the 
moral character of public men is commonly within the reach 
of the feebleſt powers, as far at leaſt as it reſpects the exer- 
ciſe of their public duties. It is to be ſure a very ſerious and 
painful thing to expoſe miniſters, but if their conduct be not 
upright and conſiſtent, they ought to lie open to cenſure and 
animadverſion. St, Paul withitood Peter to the face, be- 
cauſe he walked not uprightly and was to be blamed; and 


even Barnabas was carried away with their diſſimulation. 


We ſee how liable the belt of men are to be ſeduced by their 
prejudices and paſſions, and if the public conduct of public 
men was not to be ſubject to ſcrutiny, they would ſoon 
- abuſe the re ſpect and confidence that might be ſhewn to their 
office and character. It has been the error of mankind to 
aſcribe an undue ſhare of religious veneration and ſanctity to 
men whoſe profeſſion was conſidered as ſacred; and under 
this ſhade their conduct has grown to a moſt enormous height 
of impoſition and wickedneſs. Mr. Fletcher in one of his 
familiar Letters; obſerves of Mr. M— I believe him ſin- 
cere, and though obſtinate and ſuſpicious, I ain perſuaded he 
has a true deſire to know the will, and live the life of God. 
But what miſchief I ſay may not ſuch tempers occaſion, if 
rmitted to proceed with impunity, eſpecially when mixed 
with zeal, and with ſo plauſible a pretence as the cauſe of 
God. Mr. Fletcher ſome were obferves alſo, that © the veſt 


things corrupted, are the worſt of corruptions. Religion 
8 B 2 has 
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generate teachers have deceived mankind, and raade it ſub- 


El || tianity has ever ffouriſhed moſt pure and vigorous, under the 
„ | | I of eſtabliſhments 
1104 © genera, that however pure and judicious they may have 

l been in their original formation and conſtitution, yet they 


I the preachers, will become every day more tenacious. of pre- 
| ſcrving, and more ſtrenuous, to defend. The: efforts which 
they ſeem to be making, to extend their authority and in- 
creaſe their influence in temporal and religious matters, are 
an evident mark of a decline from their primitive ſimplicity ; 
and 1 fear, if the Methodiſt connection had the advantages of 
popular ignorance, and the aid of the civil power, it would 
in time become as tyrannical and violentes Rame itſelf, 
Theſe ſentiments may be thought by ſome, to be a ſevere 
Judging of good men, and an unjuſt reproach of a good cauſe. 
ut they will pardon me, I judge no men, however ſincere 
or exemplary, to be infallible, ſuperior to temptation, or 
above the ſeducing influence of corruption. Nor do I admit 
1 65 that any inſtitution however excellent, is incapable of per- 
11 * verſion, The primitive fathers, of the church, from whom 
l the Popes derived their increaſed power and affluence, were 
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I. many of them for ſome. time, burning and ſhining lights, 
11 but became imperceptibly ſeduced by the bewitching in- 
* fluence of wozldly charms. 2 
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It has ever been found the happieſt and fafeft ſyſtem of 
legiſlation, where the governed poſſeſſed a voice and a cer- 
tain degree of influence over the ſovereign powers. It is 
this that gives our excellent conſtitution the ſuperiority and 
advantage over every other form of government in the known 
world. Being compoſed of three Eſtates, of King, Lords, 
and Commons, it is ſo balanced, that each is a wiſe and 
ſalutary check upon the other: ſo that under its proper in- 
fluence, it ſecures liberty without licentiouſneſs, and ſubor- 
dination without tyranny. And it is proper that public men, 
either in a civil or religious capacity, ſhould be under the 
controul gf the public eye; for there are few who have 
wiſdom and integrity to exerciſe an abſolute power with 
juſtice and prudence. LO | 

Glorious aud deſjrable as the ſpread of pure and genuine 
chriſtianity may be for the world, it has afforded but too faip 

a pretext for indulging the molt dangerous paſlions. The 
motive and deſign is, in the firſt inſtance, ſo worthy and 
commendaHle, that it would be criminal to offer the ſlighteſt 
check to its ſucceſs; but ſuch is the unhappy temper' of 
mankind, that the greateſt bleſſings become curſes by our 


abuſe of them. The mind is led to contemplate its ſucceſs 


in any great or good cauſe with admiration and pleaſure; it 
dwells with a ſeemingly laudable ambition on the proſpett of 
Its yet wider extent and diffuliye influence, till at length its 
glory and ſplendour becomes the ultimate wiſh ofthe heart, and 
the firſt object of its purſuit. Here its advocates are in danger 
of loſing themſelves, and the purity of their cauſe, in a variety 
af low and intereſted paſſions. I hey are inſenſibly inflamed 
with zeal for its popularity and aggrandizement ; pride am- 
bition, love of power, covetouſneſs jealouſy of innovation; 
a variety of arts are reſorted to, io ſupport its conſequence, 
chicanery and intrigue, ſucceed chriſtian ſimplicity, and the 
ipirit of the goſpel expires in the degenerate policy of the 
church. e . 

- The advantages and happineſs of a mixed government 
' Which affords a reciprocal check, are obvious. For the great 
maſs of people, when properly repreſented, are in no danger 
of ſuffering any material inconveniences, ſince thoſe whom 
they have intruſted to legiſlate for them, are equally involved 
in the Jaws which they enact. What I have obſerved in a 
political ſenſe, I would have accommodated to areligious one, 


that is, that we ſuffer no undue uſurpation and tyranny over us in 


religious matters, but preſerve ourſelves independent and 2 
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a right to ſuſpend any 8 who ſhall evidently take 
upon him to act inconfiſtent with his duty and profeſſion; 
I would therefore ſeriouſly call the attention of the Methodif 
Societies to the wile exerciſe of this neceſſary and valuable 
prerogative. It is nothing but a ſpirit of enquiry and inde- 
pendance kept up and preſerved among the people, that will 
prevent every deſcription of abuſe, check the introduction of 
arbitrary meaſures, and form a neceſſary barrier againſt 
a ſpiritual dominion, For though the preachers may be 
good men, and as ſuch, will have and A the affection 
and eſteem of the people, yet a blind and indiſcriminate ap- 
probation, may become a ſnare to good men, and prove a 
temptation to weak and obſtinate ones, and produce con- 
ſiderable miſchief in a large Society, as in the caſe before us. 
A bigotted and implicit reverence of men in the capacity of 
public teachers is injurious to truth, and endangers the purity 
of the cauſe. It is from the people alone, under God, that 
the Methodiſt cauſe muſt be indebted for a continuation of its 
purity. If the people neglect this power, which it is their 
duty to exert, Methodiſm will miſerably degenerate. 

It is an unhappy and abſurd thing to ſuffer our reaſon and 

private judgment to be led captive, or to be in bondage to 
any man, or be the ſworn agent of any party: our religious 

attachments are particularly dangerous, 3 tempered with 
knowledge, and diſcretion. From this ſource have ſprung 
all the evils of religious bigotry, ſuperſtition and error, which 
have deluged the world with violence, and proved the deſtruc- 
tion of every amicable and ſocial virtue. One principal 
cauſe why the miſtakes of miniſters have been permitted to 
ſleep in ſilence, has been, leaſt the reputation of religion 
ſhould ſuffer, by expoling the bad conduct of its teachers; 
and from a fear leaſt a ſight of the abuſes which it may have 
ſuſtained, ſhovld ſhake the attachment of its profeſſors. Any 
attempts, therefore, to reform, reſiſt, or explode the corrupt 
lives and doctrines of the Preachers of the Goſpel, has been 
ſuperſtitiouſly cenſured as giving a raſk touch to the ark: 
this, however, I regard as a mere vulgar prejudice, which, 
though it may be the intereſt of prieſts to inculcate, it is the 
province of enligbtened reaſon to condemn. Truth wants 
nothing but its own intrinſic merit to fupport it. It has 
made its way in its original purity and vigour, againſt perſe- 
cution, poverty, and reproach. Its faithful defenders, will 
moſt effectually ſerve 11s intereſts by the purity and innocence 
of their lives. Chriſtianity does not require human policy,- 
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and intriguing arts to ſuſtain its authority: it is only the 
ſelfiſh, intereſted, and ambitious deſigns of men, that require 
ſuch unworthy means ſor their ſupport. I admit, however, 
that a danger may attend our expoling injudiciouſly the cor- 
ruptions.of chriſtianity. Hobbs, Voltaire, Hume, and Mr. 
Gibbon, have developed and expoſed the deep myſterious 
ſyſtems of church policy with a licentious freedom, which 
has done eſſential injury to the intereſts of religion. But 
they being its avowed enemies, have aimed at making the 
world as profeſſed infidels as theqſelves. Let us however 
remember, that whatever men are, the word and truth of 
God is ever the ſame. The one may deviate and change, 
the other is permanent and irrevocable. It is a truth which 
ſhould be more inculcated and underſtood ; that the rational 


principles, and pure influence of genuine religion are real and 


poſitive. Its excellence and importance are not impeached 
by the inſlability of human principles, or the fluctuation of 
human paſſions. | 

In inculcating theſe ſentiments, it is by no means my de- 
ſign to excite 1 2 of diſaffection againſt all thoſe who la- 
bour in the word and doctrine among us; nor am I con- 
ſcious of any bad intention againſt its beſt intereſts. On the 
contrary, I make no ſcruple of avowing the higheſt venera- 
tion and reſpect for primitive Methodiſm; and it will ever 
be my deſire, to count theſe who rule well worthy cf all ho- 
nour; and it is my wiſh to eſteem them highly in love for 
their works ſake. - I ſincerely hope that the reſult of the en- 
ſuing Conference will manifeſt a ſpirit of moderation and 
impartiality among the Preachers; and if there has been any 
deviation, either individually orcollectively, from the ſimplicity 
of the goſpel, that they will ſpeedily retreat from ſuch dan- 
gerous ground I can by no means think that the prevalency 
of ordinations among them is favourable to their piety and 
uſefulneſs; and it certainly is a deviation from their ori- 
gina] · conomy. However expedient it might be for Ame- 
rica or Scotland, it is by no means neceſſary for this country. 
Dr. Coke once publicly confeſſed, that though there were 
ſome among them io whom a gown and band would be a 
thing purely innocept, yet there were many to Whom it 

would prove hurtful. Birmin ham and Liverpool are dil- 
turbed on this account, as the hw there are wartn ad- 


vocates for a ſeparation from the church, and adminiſter the | 
ordinances among them; to which I believe the people will 


be found generally averſe, unleſs it ſhould be by a ciergy- 
Dan, 
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man, as it is in London. They who are in the habits G 


giving ſo much inſtruction, may perhaps do well to take a 
little. I would therefore recommend them to conſider, that 


their reputation, in a religious point of view, is ſuſpended on 


the purity, diſintereſtedneſs, and moderation of their public 


and private conduct; and if they obſtinately manifeſt an in- 


tereſted, violent, and authoritative temper, it will open the 
eyes, and excite the diſguſt of all judictous and ſerious: per- 


ſons in their congregations; and will occafion ſuch convul- 


ſions, as will terminate in forming independent churches, to 
avoid the evils of an aſpiring combination. I would recom- 
mend to the notice both of preachers and people, the vene- 
rable Mr. Wefley's comment on Col. iv. 17. * And ſay 10 
„ Archippus—one of the paſtors of that church, take ee. 
« it is the duty of the flock to try them that ſay they are apoſtles, 
** torget thefalſe, and warn, as well as to receive the real: 
«© mim/try=—Not a lordſhip; but a {ervice, a laborious and 


painful work, an obligation to do and ſuffer, all things; to 


ebe the leaſt and the ſervant of all.“ 
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7 851 N your Friend and Servant, . 
London WILLIAM SMITH. 
July 15, 1792. . Fa 


